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Jail cell or safe haven- a dog crate is what you make of it. 
 
Crates are popular with many dog owners, but the idea of c
to some.  When introduced positively and used correctly, a
 
The way in which you introduce the crate will largely dete
consequently, its usefulness.  You want your dog to think o
feels safe and secure in his crate, he will use it as his favor
periods of confinement.    
 
A crate is exceedingly helpful in teaching a puppy to reliev
the puppy’s natural inclination to avoid soiling his resting 
house when you are unable to supervise.  This allows you 
elimination behaviors outside. 
 
Think of the crate as a crib or playpen for your puppy.  Be
household hazards, a crate will protect your valuable posse
puppy is trained to relieve himself outdoors, a crate may st
continue well into the second year of life. 
 
Wire or plastic, collapsible or rigid—these things will not 
the size and safety.  For house training purposes, the crate 
stand, sit, turn around, and lay down.  Any larger and the u
soil one end of the crate.  Buy a crate large enough to hous
off until he is bigger or becomes reliably trained.   
 
When introducing a dog crate, keep the following pointers

• Keep the crate in a well used area of your home.  D
more easily if it is in the living room or bedroom.  

• Associate the crate with positive experiences like f
• Never confine your dog in his crate to punish misb
• Keep the door of the crate open until your puppy is
• Keep initial confinement periods brief.   
• Expect some protesting from puppies at first.  Do n

cries or barks.  
• Never leave your puppy in a crate for longer than it

an opportunity to eliminate outside every 2-4 hours
 

Crate training is a way to provide safety and security for y
It aids training by preventing failure and setting your pet u
hospitalize your dog or board at a kennel, he will be accust
stay.  Best of all, the crate will reduce conflict between you
him grow into a well-behaved companion. 
 
Dr. Michelle Posage is a veterinary behaviorist at the Animal Me
emergency animal hospital.  For more information or to schedul
603.821.7222 or go to www.amcne.com. 
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